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Thank you, Chairman Bishop, Ranking Member Grijalva, and members of the 

committee, for the opportunity to testify today in support of H.R. 3366, the 

Agriculture Research Extension and Advancement Act. 

I appreciate you making this bill a priority today and I look forward to working 

with the committee to mark this bill up and move it quickly to the floor for 

final consideration. 

Umatilla County is the second highest agricultural producing county in the 

state of Oregon, with sales over $487 million annually. They grow nearly 

everything there, ranging from wheat and barley to specialty crops including 

onions, potatoes, asparagus, and even watermelons. Agriculture is the 

backbone of the economy, and growth in the industry has been fueled by the 

innovative research that takes place at local experiment and extension stations. 

The land we are discussing today was first conveyed to the State of Oregon in 

1954, and subsequently transferred to Oregon State University. As home to the 

OSU Hermiston Agriculture Research and Extension Center, the land has been 

used productively for decades to improve growing techniques, study new 

varieties of crops, identify ways to prevent pests and diseases, and make sure 

that farmers have their hands on the latest research. 

This common-sense legislation simply places the land that is currently home to 

the ag research center fully under local control by removing the retained federal 

reversionary interest. This release will provide the flexibility needed for 

research to continue, providing economic growth for the surrounding 

community and City of Hermiston, eastern Oregon’s fastest growing 

community. 



When this land was first conveyed in 1954, Hermiston’s population was just 

under 4,000 residents. Today, Hermiston’s population has grown to 16,745 and 

the research station now sits within the city limits.  

But, what hasn’t changed is the need farmers have for quality research 

conducted at a local station. Unfortunately, the reversionary interest that the 

federal government retains over the property ties the hands of the station’s 

managers as they plot a path to maintain and advance the good work done at 

the experiment station.  

By removing that retained interest, this legislation provides the flexibility that 

Oregon State University and the local community need to meet the needs of the 

agriculture community and the local farmers into the future. 

It allows them to take advantage of opportunities to use a portion of the 

property unsuited to agriculture production to generate revenue that can fund 

additional on-site research. 

And, when the need arises, this bill allows them to relocate the experiment 

station, providing additional opportunity for economic growth to the 

community and ensuring agriculture research can continue in an area without 

the conflicts that arise when production agriculture land is surrounded by 

homes and residential neighborhoods.   

For the growing community, H.R. 3366 provides an opportunity for economic 

and job growth into the future. For the Columbia Basin’s strong agriculture 

economy, it is a way for valuable, local agriculture research to continue. And 

for Oregon State University it provides the flexibility they need to continue 

providing that research to the area, as they have for the last 60 years. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, for holding this 

hearing today and allowing me to testify on the importance of this piece of 

legislation. 


